
Staff 
 

Governor Scott Walker, President 
Governor Scott Walker was elected President of Young 

America’s Foundation on February 1, 2021. He was raised with a 

heart for public service, patriotism, and hard work. He moved to 

the small town of Delavan, Wisconsin, when he was in third 

grade. There, his father was a minister and his mother worked 

part time as a bookkeeper and secretary. Scott was active in 

school, sports, church, Scouts, and American Legion’s Badger 

Boys State and Boys Nation programs. 

  

In June 1993, Scott was elected to the state assembly, where he 

helped lead the way on welfare reform, public safety, and educational opportunities. In 2002, he 

was elected to the Milwaukee County executive office. In this position, Scott worked to reform 

the scandal-ridden county government and faithfully kept his promise to spend taxpayer money 

as if it were his own. 

  

In 2008, he won re-election with nearly 60 percent of the vote. On November 2, 2010, Scott 

was elected the 45th Governor of Wisconsin. Inheriting a $3.6 billion budget deficit, $800 million 

worth of unpaid bills, and an eight percent unemployment rate, he immediately implemented 

reforms to renew economic revival, fiscal order, and government accountability in Wisconsin. 

  

Scott became the only governor in American history to survive a recall election on June 5, 2012. 

He was re-elected in 2014 and sworn into a second term on January 5, 2015.  

  

Scott is currently President of Young America’s Foundation (YAF).  

  

He serves on the boards of Students for Life Action, American Federation for Children, and the 

Center for State-led National Debt Solutions. 

  

Scott and his wife, Tonette, have two adult sons. 

  



Patrick X. Coyle, Vice President  
Patrick Coyle is the vice president for Young America’s 

Foundation. Human Events named Mr. Coyle as one of the top 

ten young conservative activists in the nation, citing his success 

in reaching hundreds of thousands of students by sending high 

profile conservative speakers to college campuses. He is also co-

editor with Foundation president Ron Robinson of The 

Conservative Guide to Campus Activism and wrote the Campus 

Conservative Battleplan, both of which are published by Young 

America’s Foundation. His success has made him a target of a 

radical leftist website that has published his home address and 

phone number in an attempt to stop his conservative activism. 
 

Mr. Coyle is also responsible for overseeing student programs including creating and 

implementing new activist initiatives, resources, and materials. A few of the programs created 

under his tenure include the 9/11: Never Forget Project, No More Che Day, and Freedom Week. 
 

Mr. Coyle is also chairman of the board for the Young Americans for Freedom Foundation. 
 

Mr. Coyle is a graduate of Penn State University, where he first became active in the 

Conservative Movement by joining the Penn State Young Americans for Freedom (PS-YAF) of 

which he eventually became chairman. During his years with PS-YAF, he battled against the 

liberal orthodoxy. He also worked with the Foundation to bring numerous speakers to his 

campus, including Walter Williams, G. Gordon Liddy, and MTV VJ, Kennedy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Raj Kannappan, Vice President and Director of the 

Center for Entrepreneurship & Free Enterprise 
As the director of YAF’s Center for Entrepreneurship & Free 

Enterprise, Raj Kannappan leads the organization’s efforts to 

educate and inspire students to advance free market ideas among 

their peers. His focus is growing the share of young people who 

adopt the free enterprise philosophy—through free market 

student conferences and seminars, campus lectures, and digital 

and print educational content. 

 

Raj has previously served as the Foundation’s Director of YAF 

Chapter Services, advising and training student activists nationwide to promote the ideas of 

individual freedom, free enterprise, traditional values, and a strong national defense. 

 

He currently serves on the Young Americans for Freedom Board of Governors. 

Previous to joining the Foundation team, Raj held roles in management consulting and industrial 

distribution. At CRA, Inc., a leadership and communications consultancy, Raj advised corporate 

leaders and teams to communicate strategy and large-scale changes, such as mergers and 

acquisitions, technology implementations, and restructuring; drive organizational alignment; and 

build their most critical relationships. At McMaster-Carr, one of the largest privately-held 

industrial supply firms in America, Raj led internal projects to improve customer service and 

retention, inventory management, and warehouse operations. 

 

Raj earned a Bachelor of Arts from Cornell University, where he studied government, 

economics, and Southeast Asian affairs. He served as the chairman of the campus conservative 

organization and wrote for the Cornell Review, the conservative and libertarian student 

publication. During his time on campus, he was involved with various Foundation programs, 

including organizing the 9/11: Never Forget Project, hosting campus lectures by Foundation 

speakers such as Karl Rove and Marc Thiessen, and participating in the West Coast Leadership 

Conference at the Reagan Ranch. 

  



Jaime Hahn, Director of Conferences 
Jaime Hahn serves as a Director of Conferences for Young 

America’s Foundation. 

 

Jaime is a native of Atlanta, Georgia and graduated from 

Kennesaw State University in 2020 with a B.S. in organizational 

and professional communication. 

After co-founding the Young Americans for Freedom chapter at 

her school in 2017, Jaime attended her first YAF conference. 

Since then, her chapter has hosted Katie Pavlich, Rachel 

Campos-Duffy, and Michael Knowles. Additionally, her chapter organized YAF’s 9/11: Never 

Forget Project, No More Che Day, and Freedom Week. 

In 2018, Jaime’s YAF chapter filed a lawsuit against the university’s blatantly unconstitutional 

student organization policies. The Chancellor of the University System of Georgia required a full 

investigation into the school’s policy and faculty, and YAF KSU achieved a legal victory. 

Jaime previously served Young America’s Foundation as a Program Assistant and a Program 

Officer for Student Services. 

 

Abby Drass, Graphic Designer 
Abby Drass is the in-house Graphic Designer for the Young 

America’s Foundation. After high school, Abby attended her 

local Community College, and graduated with a Liberal Arts 

Associate Degree. After her first two years of College, she took a 

gap year, in which she attended a Master Gardening course 

through Penn State University, attended Graphic Design courses 

at the local Community College and worked on a Flower Farm 

outside of DC, in Jeffersonton, VA. After her gap year she 

studied Graphic and Interactive Design at West Chester 

University, and graduated in May of 2020.  
 

Abby and her husband got married during the 2020 pandemic and relocated to the area from 

Delaware County PA, just outside of the historical city of Philadelphia. 
 

As an emerging graphic and interactive designer, my mission is to bring greater understanding 

and order to the world. To break complicated information down to a level that is easily absorbed 

and understood by the user. It is about understanding history, discovering new paths, and 

growing as we journey together through this beautiful thing called life. I am passionate about all 

things type. I love to explore the internet for all the new and trending fonts while not forgetting 

to use the fonts that have stood test of time! I find great joy in seeing my designs evolve and 

come to life, I find the most enjoyment from process of watching each project unfold. 



Julia Johnson, Assistant Editor of the New Guard 
Julia Johnson is the assistant editor of the New Guard. In this 

role, Johnson reports on leftist campus bias and YAF activities 

on campuses nationwide. 
 

Johnson is a senior at the University of South Carolina studying 

political science and mass communications. 
 

She has previously written for the College Fix, Daily Caller, and 

Lone Conservative. 
 

Prior to joining YAF, Johnson was a congressional reporting intern for CNS News where she had 

opportunities to interview members of congress and report on news from Capitol Hill. 

 

 

Breana Marsh, Director of Membership 

Breana Marsh earned a degree in Finance and Economics at 

Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, Arizona, where she was 

inspired to become a conservative activist with Young 

Americans for Freedom, eventually serving as a GCU YAF 

board member. 
 

GCU YAF hosted an incredible array of YAF speakers, 

including Andrew Klavan, Michael Knowles, Allie Stuckey, and 

Ben Shapiro (following a months-long battle with the school, 

where Shapiro was initially deemed too “controversial” for the 

campus). The chapter also participated in activism initiatives, including YAF’s 9/11: Never 

Forget project, Freedom Week, and Pro-Life Week. 
 

Breana is thrilled to help students across the nation host life-changing campus lectures and 

inspire them to be bold advocates for freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Michael Mastrianna, Associate Director of the Center for 

Entrepreneurship & Free Enterprise 
Michael Mastrianna is associate director of YAF’s Center for 

Entrepreneurship & Free Enterprise. In his role, Michael works 

to educate and inspire students to embrace free market policies 

and solutions through state-of-art conferences, lectures, and 

educational content.  
 

A Connecticut native, Michael attended Eastern Connecticut 

State University and graduated in 2016. During his time at 

Eastern, Michael was the president and co-founder of the College 

Republicans and Young Americans for Liberty chapters.  
 

He participated in the Koch Internship Program at the Charles Koch Institute following 

graduation and interned for Congressman John Ratcliffe (TX-04) in his Capitol Hill office. 

Michael also served as a Leadership Institute Field Representative in the Texas and Oklahoma 

region, assisting conservative and libertarian college students start and maintain effective clubs 

on campus, as well as hosting speakers and events.  
 

Most recently, Michael worked as marketing & communications associate and assistant to the 

president, CEO, and COO at Atlas Network. 

 

Kara Zupkus, Spokeswoman 
Kara Zupkus currently serves as the spokeswoman of 

Young America’s Foundation. 
 

Hailing originally from Wadsworth, Illinois, Kara graduated 

from The George Washington University with a B.A. in 

political science and a minor in journalism & mass 

communications. 
 

Kara became involved with Young America’s Foundation her 

freshman year at The George Washington University in 

Washington, D.C. She served on the chapter’s executive board for four years and 

successfully hosted Ben Shapiro at a standing-room-only lecture amid controversy while 

serving as GW YAF co-president her senior year. 
 

The chapter also hosted Sen. Rick Santorum, Steve Forbes, Marc Thiessen, Sen. Rand Paul, 

Deroy Murdock, Christina Hoff Sommers, and Bay Buchanan in addition to the 9/11: Never 

Forget Project, Freedom Week, and Cemetery of the Innocents activism events. 
 

During her time at GW, Kara interned through YAF’s National Journalism Center and was 

placed at NBC News’s Washington Bureau. Kara also worked at the Washington Examiner 

and American Action Forum before joining YAF’s national headquarters staff.  
 

In 2020, Kara was profiled in Newsweek as a “Young, Diverse Conservative Star Progressives 

Need to Fear.” 


