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 A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun or noun phrase. When referring to personal 

pronouns, it is the way which others will refer to you when speaking about you . Ex: When talking about 

Vanessa we can say “she is the person who lead the Safe Zone traning”. 

Practice using pronouns here: http://www.practicewithpronouns.com/#/?_k=n9nv5n  

 

 

 

 

x If you make a mistake, correct yourself. Going on as if it did not happen is actually less respectful 

than making the correction. This also saves the person who was misidentified from having to correct 

an incorrect pronoun assumption that has now been planted in the minds of any other participants 

in the conversation who heard the mistake. 

 

x If someone else makes a mistake, correct them. It is polite to provide a correction, whether or not 

the person whose pronoun was misused is present, in order to avoid future mistakes and in order to 

correct the mistaken assumption that might now have been planted in the minds of any other 

participants in the conversation who heard the mistake. 

 

x If you aren’t sure of a person’s pronoun, ask. One way to do this is by sharing your own. “I use “he, 
him, his” pronouns. I want to make sure to address you correctly, how do you like to be addressed?” 
This may seem like a strange thing to do but a person who often experiences being addressed 

incorrectly may see it as a sign of respect that you are interested in getting it right. 

 

x When facilitating a group discussion, ask people to identify their pronouns when they go around and 

do introductions. This will allow everyone in the room the chance to self-identify and to get each 

other’s’ pronouns right the first time. It will also reduce the burden on anyone whose pronoun is 

often misidentified and may help them access the discussion more easily because they do not have 

to fear an embarrassing mistake. 

 

   Nominative 
(subject) 

Objective 
(object) 

Possessive 
determiner 

Possessive 
Pronoun Reflexive 

Traditional pronouns 

He He laughed I called him His eyes gleam That is his He likes 
himself 

She She laughed I called her Her eyes gleam That is hers She likes 
herself 

They They laughed I called them Their eyes gleam That is theirs They like 
themselves 

Invented pronouns 
Ve Ve laughed I called ver Vis eyes gleam That is vis Ve likes verself 

Ze (or zie) 
and hir Ze laughed I called hir Hir eyes gleam That is hirs Ze likes hirself 

Ze (or zie) 
and zir Ze laughed I called zir Zir eyes gleam That is zirs Ze likes zirself 

Xe Xe laughed I called xem Xyr eyes gleam That is xyrs Xe likes 
xemself 
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