July 26, 2017

The Honorable Betsy DeVos
Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Madam Secretary:

We applaud your confirmation and service as Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education. Your actions to date have shown your deep commitment to improve the
quality of education and defend students’ rights on campuses.

As you are well aware, the Department of Education is crying out for reform.
During the Obama Administration, regulations and “guidance” letters that restrict
freedom of speech and due process on college campuses were too often the norm. The
Obama Department of Education overreached and under delivered.

We support your appointment of Candice Jackson to the Office of Civil Rights.
Her recent statement that she and the Department were “committed to discontinuing the
legally dubious practice of issuing subregulatory guidance that is then treated through
enforcement as binding mandates” is exactly what is needed.

To further this commitment, we urge you to continue to support Candice Jackson’s
efforts and also to withdraw the “Dear Colleague” letter of April 2011 that has led to
concerns about students’ due process and freedom of speech in sexual harassment
allegations and also threatened colleges and universities with loss of funding if the
letter’s requirements were not followed.

Americans came in time to realize how false the accusations were against the
Duke University lacrosse team and members of Phi Kappa fraternity at the University of
Virginia published by Rolling Stone Magazine. Nevertheless, there was a rush to
judgment against the male students at both campuses. These case studies should have
given government officials pause before lowering evidence requirements in sexual assault
allegations. However, this was not the view or policy of the Obama Administration’s
Department of Education.

Candice Jackson rightly understands a more balanced approach that protects all
parties is required.



While legislative remedies are also needed to forestall any future overreach in this
area, you have the opportunity now to make additional strides in protecting due process
and freedom of expression on America’s campuses.

In closing, we the undersigned wish to thank you again for bringing a new
approach to the U.S. Department of Education.
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